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Welcome, Cougars, to School Year 2010-2011. 

Ever think about the high performance culture of Croatan High School?   We are a culture of high expectations...where 

nothing but everyone’s best will do.  We have a safe and caring environment. We are family-friendly, where teachers 

and staff are always willing to go the extra mile.  We have first-rate programs and extra-curriculars.  Our excellent 

faculty focuses on its primary objective—To Teach, and our self-respecting student body focuses on its primary 

objective—To Learn.  Our great support staff strengthens the conditions necessary for success.   

And Croatan does enjoy its successes!  Our academic achievement results confirm that we produce well-educated 

graduates on par with any school in the state.  To maintain our trajectory, the lines of behavior and consequences are 

clearly drawn.  This sharp focus on discipline helps to create the climate for success. 

People may come and go, but the Croatan culture of excellence and continuous improvement remains. 

Our wrestling results from last year put us atop the 2A schools in the state.  Similarly, our test scores from last year once 

again put us in the top tier of all high schools in the state.  When the time is right, we will celebrate.  One challenge we 

have for you this year is that you make at least one year’s worth of growth in all your courses.  Your EOC exam data is 

fast becoming your permanent record.  Make it count! 

Included with this letter is your schedule for the coming year.  Your eight courses are listed in order, the first four being 

for first semester and the remainder for second semester.  If the electives you requested have been changed, this is 

primarily due to scheduling conflicts and course overloads.  If these substitutions are not acceptable, you can attend 

Drop/Add and request other alternatives.  We will accommodate your requests if possible, with the exception of 

changing classes for specific teachers or specific lunch times.  In addition, we will not overload the classes that are at 

capacity.  Drop/Add is August 11 for juniors/seniors and August 12 for freshmen/sophomores from 8:30AM to 3:00PM.  

There is usually a mid-morning rush so come early or immediately after lunch for the quickest service.  

If a schedule did not accompany this letter, you probably owe fees from last year.  Fees can be paid at school during the 

day, and your schedule will then be made available.  

For the freshmen, new students, and their parents, there will be an Open House on August 19 at 7:00PM for a self-

guided tour.  Croatan will be open and the Student Government Association officers will be in the halls to help with 

locating classes in preparation for the first day on August 25.  Many teachers will be available to answer questions and 

many will have materials lists available for their specific subjects.   

 



The Great Wide Sea is perfect for Croatan’s voluntary summer OneRead.  The nautical setting matches our coastal 

location.  The author’s use of technical sailing terms and vivid descriptions creates for the uninitiated a vicarious 

experience of the sailing process.  Of greater application is the sense of independence and accomplishment of the three 

young brothers at sea after their father’s mysterious disappearance.  Without divulging the plot, I can assure you that 

successful people are self-reliant, savvy and connected to others . . . just like the brothers.  Clearly, these winning 

attributes—coupled with the wherewithal to persevere through even the most difficult challenges—are hallmarks of 

accomplished sailors and Croatan Cougars. 

Join us in the after-school seminars as we discuss the deeper meanings of the book in round-table fashion. 

We are looking forward to another fantastic year!  As always, your involvement in school is key to making high school a 

truly memorable experience.  These are the times that create special memories and build lifelong relationships.  

Congratulations on the extraordinary accomplishments last year, and let’s get ready for another fantastic voyage on the 

great wide sea of potential that is Croatan High School! 

The summer days are ticking down.  The anticipation for another successful school year is ticking up.   There is still a little 

time left to chill, but start sharpening those Cougar Claws.   August 25 is just around the bend. 

We look forward to seeing you soon, 
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