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Carteret County students’ average 2010 Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) scores 

continue to improve while both the state and national results have leveled off since 2008. 

The county’s combined average score of 1550 is higher than the state average score of 

1485 and higher than the national average score of 1509. 

 

Superintendent Dr. Dan Novey noted that since 2006 Carteret County’s average total 

SAT score has increased by 15 points while in the same period the average total SAT 

score in North Carolina has dropped by 8 points and in the nation has dropped by 9 

points.  In Carteret County, 56.2 percent of last year’s seniors took the SAT.  

 

“Changes from year to year, both positive and negative, can be caused by a large number 

of factors,” Dr. Novey said. “Although we have fluctuations in schools and in the county 

from year to year, the trend line clearly shows that Carteret County Public School System 

is doing a solid job preparing our students for higher education and the world of work.” 

 

As a group, the county’s graduating class of 2010 recorded an average SAT Critical 

Reading score of 525, which is the highest in recent years and 28 points higher than this 

year’s state average.  County students also beat the national average in critical reading by 

24 points. The county’s score increased by one point and was the fourth year of 

improvement. The state was up two points and the nation was unchanged from last year.  

 

The county’s SAT Math score increased by four points over 2009 and was the third year 

of increases. The state was unchanged for three years and the nation was up one point 

from last year. The county score of 532 was 21 points above the state average, and 16 

points above the national average for 2010. For 2010, the county’s average writing score 

decreased by three points, remaining essentially flat for the county and the nation since 

the test was initiated in 2006 while the state score has declined. The score for county 

students was 493, which was 16 points above the state mark and 1 point above the 

national mark. 

 

Croatan graduates posted an average critical reading score of 536, with an average of 540 

in math and 507 in writing.  East Carteret High School graduates averaged 518 in 

reading, 506 in math, and 482 in writing.  West Carteret High School graduates averaged 

517 in reading, 536 in math, and 483 in writing.  

 

“I am pleased with the overall trends for the county’s students and the fact that our 

county’s combined average SAT score has increased by 15 points since 2006,” Dr. 

Novey said.  

 

The official SAT report only includes scores for the graduating class each year and only 

uses the last SAT test taken by each, irrespective of how many times students may have 

taken the test or whether their last test score was higher or lower.  Colleges and 

universities, however, typically use the highest SAT scores attained by students in the 

admissions process. 



“SAT scores are only one measure of student achievement, and they are limited since not 

all students take the test,” Dr. Novey said. “However, the system does carefully examine 

long range trends, which have been positive over the past decade.” 

 


